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In this issue of HPB, I present a number of papers
covering a wide range of topics within the science and
practice of liver, biliary and pancreatic surgery. As the
Journal is maturing, I am pleased to note that both
members and non members are increasingly forward-
ing their best work to the Journal of the International
Hepatobiliary Association. The quality of the sub-
mitted manuscripts has increased substantially over
the last five years, and I am very grateful to the many
reviewers who have put in the time to review original
articles, make useful suggestions and consequently
enhance the quality of the published manuscripts in
HPB.
Since the time when the Journal has had electronic
submission, the review process has been streamlined
and the response rate to the contributors improved
substantially. Indeed, I may say our Journal has one of
the fastest turn around times now of any Journal that
has been published. This is very important for; the
contributors and the reviewers, as well as the Journal
which aims to be as current as physically possible,
taking into account the delays of publication.
Another feature of the Journal is our desire to
highlight the presentations which are given at the
World Congress of the IHPBA as well as regional
meetings (ie the European HPB Association meeting,
the American HPB Association meeting as well as the
Asia Pacific HPB Association meeting). We have
made an attempt to have issues of the Journal which
highlight the presentations that were given at the
appropriate regional meeting. However, for this to
happen, the contributors need to submit their manu-
scripts at, or close to the time of presentation at the
regional meeting or the World Congress. Further-
more, they need to highlight in the information asked,
that the manuscript is of a presentation which has
been accepted for the meeting.
Once this has been done, the manuscript will be
recognised, sent for rapid review and when accepted
will then be allocated for the appropriate issue. It is
one of our aims to have the manuscripts from one of
these meetings published within 6 months of this
meeting. This is possible if the above process is
adhered to.
As the quality of the Journal improves with the
quality of the submitted manuscripts it is an unfortu-
nate side effect that the percentage of accepted
manuscripts to those submitted will decrease. Ap-
proximately 5 years ago the acceptance rate for
manuscripts for HPB was close to 90%. With the
increase in the quality of submitted manuscripts,
acceptance rate fell close to 60% 2 years ago.
Currently acceptance is running at just below 50%.
I do not believe the decrease in the acceptance rate
and hence the increase in the rejection rate should be
seen as discouragement to potentially contributing
authors. Indeed, the opposite view should be taken
that it should be seen as an increase in the quality of
published manuscripts that consequently I would
hope, would be appealing to potential contributors.
All of these improvements in the Journal contribute
to the readability of the Journal as well as the citation
of the manuscripts which are published.
I look forward to receiving your best manuscripts.
J Toouli
Editor in Chief
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